ii6             A  NEW  CONSCRIPTION

are dimly aware of it; and the few who seriously
labour for an unending reign of peace must take it
into account.

It is useless to allure mankind by promises of a pig's
paradise. Much has been rightly written about the
horrors of war. Everyone knows them to be sudden,
hideous, and overwhelming; those who have seen them
can speak also of the squalor, the iilthiness, the mur-
derous swindling, and the inconceivable absurdity of
the whole monstrous performance. But the horrors of
peace, if not so obvious, come nearer to our daily lift*,
and we are naturally terrified at its softness, its mono-
tony, and its enfeebling relaxation. Of all people in the
world the wealthy classes of England and America are
probably the furthest removed from danger, and no one
admires them in the least; no one in the least envies
their treadmill of successive pleasures. The most
unwarlike of men are haunted by the fear that per-
petual peace would induce a general degeneration of
soul and body such as they now behold amid the rich
man's sheltered comforts. They dread the growth
of a population slack of nerve, soft of body, cruol
through fear of pain, and incapable of enduraKVe or
high endeavour. They dread the entire disappear-
ance of that clear decisiveness, th-at disregard of
pleasure, that quiet devotion of self in tlie face of
instant death, which are to be found, now and again,
in the course of every war. Even peace, they say,
may be bought too dear, and what shall it profit a
people if it gain a swill-tub of comforts and lose its
own soul ?

The same argument is chosen by those who would
persuade the whole population to submit to military
Draining, whether it is needful for the country's defence